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Key Latin Diplomats Disagree on U.S. 


By Drew Pearson 
and Jack Anderson 

An unusual confrontation 
between two high-ranking 
Latin American diplomats, 
one for and one against the 
United States, took place in 
Washington last week. 

The first was Foreign Minis- 
ter Gabriel Valdes of Chile, 
whose country has been a 
longtime friend of the United 
States but wtho urged an anti- 
U.S., isolationist policy for 
Latin America. 

The other was Dr. Carlos 
Lleras Frestrepo, President of 
Colombia, a country once bit- 
ter against the United States 
over Panama, but who urged a 
non-isolationist policy of coop- 
eration between the Americas. 

Foreign Minister Valdes had 
a meeting with President 
Nixon in the presence of other 
Latin American ambassadors 
in which he laid down a blunt 
near-ultiimatum regarding U.S. 
relations with Latin America. 

In talks with Assistant Sec- 
retary of State John Meyer, 
Valdes was even tougher. He 
said that Latin America 
should, in effect, gang up on 
the United States, formulate 
its own policies', and then tell 
the United States to take it or 
leave it. The Organization of 
American States would be 
junked or sidetracked. 

President Lleras, in con- 
trast, delivered a carefully 
thought out speech supporting 


the OAS and inter-American 
cooperation. 

“I trust the inter-American 
system,” he said. “It is the 
best instrument for the de- 
fense and promotion of ‘lib- 
erty, equality and justice.’ 

“We cannot and should not 
underestimate the magnitude 
and significance of what has 
already been achieved.” 

President Lleras did not 
refer to Foreign Minister 
Valdes by name, but it was 
quite obvious that he was 
replying to Valdes’s isolation- 
ist doctrine. 

Quoting Simon Bolivar, the 
George Washington of South 
America, President Lleras 
said, “The great man outlined 
the organization of an assem- 
bly that could give us its ad- 
vice whenever a conflict 
should arise; act as an arbiter 
or judge of eventual differ- 
ences. Colombia and Mexico 
then' sought to associate the 
United States within the pro- 
jected system.” 

Llerasi also paid tribute to 
the Alliance for Progress. 

Diplomats in the know ex- 
plained that Foreign Minister 
Valdes is not really anti-U.S., 
but is just running for Presi- 
dent of Chile, and the easiest 
way to get elected in some 
countries is to run against the 
United States. 

House Appropriations Chair- 
man George Mahon, an LBJ 
crony, has quietly arranged to 
extend former President John- 
son’s government pay and al- 
lowances from six to 18 


months. Both the President 
and Vice President normally 
are kept on the public payroll 
— together with a small staff 
— for six months after they 
leave office. This is supposed 
to allow them enough time to 
clean up their government af- 
fairs. Mahon, however, has 
wangled an extra 12 months 
for LBJ, who will wind up col- 
lecting a whopping $375,000 in 
post-presidential pay and al- 
lowances from the taxpayers. . 
. . In a secret exchange of po- 
sition papers, the State De- 
partment has notified the 
Kremlin bluntly that the 
United States is prepared to 
de-escalate the arms race any 
time that the Soviets will 
agree to a corresponding de- 
escalation. . . . The White 
House is a bit piqued with 
Pennsylvania’s quietly effi- 
cient Sen. Hugh Scott, the 
Senate Republican Whip, who 
has politely refused to follow 
the White House line. On occa- 
sion, he has jumped ahead of 
the President without waiting 
to find out what the official 
policy will be. As far back as 
May 3, for example, Scott de- 
livered an unauthorized 
speech in Pittsburgh calling 
for a troop withdrawal from 
Vietnam. 

Thurmond’s Demand 

Sen. Strom Thurmond of 
South Carolina, a man who 
claims he got Richard Nixon 
nominated in Miami Beach — 
and probably did — has been 


[ constantly claiming his pound I- 
of flesh. His latest demand is I- 
that Mr. Nixon should let the t. 
Voting Rights Act expire. 

This is the act that prohibits M 
Southern states from using lit- - 
eracy tests to bar Negroes Z- 
from voting. Since Lyndon * 
Johnson pushed the act -- 
through Congress, a record 
number of Negroes have been 
voting in the South, with sev- 
eral elected to the Georgia 
Legislature, and one Negro, •; 
Charles Evers, elected mayor •. 
of a Mississippi town for the 
first time a Negro has been 
elected mayor in Mississippi . 
in a hundred years. 

Sen. Thurmond wants this ’ 
stopped. And he’s been exert- 
ing so much pressure on the 
White House that the Nixon 
Administration has been vacil- 
lating. 

Three times Attorney Gen- 
eral John Mitchell, charged 
with enforcement of the Vot- 
ing Rights Act, has cancelled 
appearances to appear before * 
the House Civil Rights sub- 
committee. He and his chief in ' 
the White House couldn’t ■- 
make up their minds. 

However, Mitchell has been 
called for the fourth time to 
testify Wednesday and he Z 
can’t duck any more. It’s un- \ 
derstood he will recommend 
that Congress continue the , 
Voting Rights Act but extend '- 
the ban on literacy tests - 
throughout the entire Nation, 
not confine it to the South • 
alone. I 
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